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We bench scientists often get excited talking about our
discoveries and use language that is foreign to those who are not
in our particular field, let alone to people who do not have
science as part of their daily vocabulary. As a result, scientists
are sometimes seen as arrogant aliens; although very respected
by the population at large, rarely are their findings connected to
the daily lives of most folks. The panelists of this Education
Symposium are experienced communicators in their respective
media and will share their opinions on how we can better
convey the excitement of science in everyday language. Scott
Gilbert, the session chair, a professor of biology and an author
of textbooks for both biology majors and non-majors will
discuss his experiences bringing developmental biology to the
public. Eugenie Scott has helped many school districts across
the country in the fight to keep the teaching of evolution in
public schools. She will use this theme as an example of how to
reach the larger population, from teachers and parents to
legislators and the less informed. Joe Palca is a science reporter
for NPR and has covered many different fields, from very “hot”
news flashes to in-depth analyses. He will explain how the
media cover science and why a scientist's message can get
garbled. Christina Nichols has experience analyzing the cultural
effects of communication and nuances in the use of words. She
will provide examples of both successful and less successful
approaches when addressing audiences of different back-
grounds. The session is intended to be highly interactive, with
ample time reserved for Q&A.
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